Political Events preceding "Lwsitanla " Incident
and a half years and am as convinced to-day as I was then, that
by acquiescing in the policy of the United, States we should
have obtained a peace which would have met the needs of the
German people, if only those who desired the same thing at
home had been in a position to carry their wishes through.
In Germany it is #Iso alleged, contrary to my own opinion,
that the German people could not have held out if they had
not been driven on by the " Will to conquer/' I regard this view
as an injustice to the German nation. If our home propaganda,
instead of continually awakening vain hopes, had insisted on
telling the real truth, the German people would have faced
danger to the last, We ought to have repeated constantly that
our situation was very serious, but that we must clench our
teeth, and our Government must be ready to seize the first
opportunity to end the defensive war by a corresponding peace.
The controversy about the " G ex-man peace >; or " peace by
negotiation " must be touched on here because it formed the
nucleus of the diplomatic struggle in Washington. At the
beginning of the war these catchwords had not yet been in-
vented, but their stibstance even then controlled the situation.
The attitude of the American Government and public opinion
towards us depended in the first place on whether they thought
that we were striving for world-mastery or were waging a
defensive war.
Immediately after my return from Europe I called on Presi-
dent Wilson, who had taken the opportunity of the war and
the death of his first wife, to withdraw even more th^an ever
from the outer world. He was generally known as the recluse
of White House. He only received people with whom he had
political business to settle. Particularly from diplomats and
other foreigners Mr, Wilson kept very aloof, because he was
anxious to avoid the appearance of preference or partiality.
After the disillusionment of Versailles it is difficult for a
German to form an unbiassed judgment of Mr- Wilson, We
must not forget, however, that no serious attempt has ever
been made in Germany to get an unprejudiced estimate of
Mr, Wilson's personality. In the course of the war he has
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